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Wisdom for the Intuitive 
Series: Getting GodÕs Guidance 
 
Pro 2:1-6 

To The Village Church, September 07, 2008 
 
Main Idea: Growing in Wisdom is how God wants us to connect with Him. 
 
 
Meditation: 
ÒLuke, trust your feelings. Use the force. Luke, let go!Ó 
 --Obi Wan Kenobi, to Luke Skywalker, Star Wars 
 
ÒGet wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them. 6 Do not forsake 
wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 7 Wisdom is supreme; 
therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding!Ó 
 --King Solomon, Proverbs 4:5-7 
 
Post-Sermon Song Theme: Praise for the wisdom of Christ 
 
Benediction: 
May you abound in the knowledge of God, through Christ, the Wisdom of God.  
 
Charge: 
Cry aloud for understanding. Search for wisdom as for hidden treasure. 
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I. A Desire to Connect to God 

A. Review of Wisdom-Getting 

1. I am often in the situation, these days, of not knowing what to do. And you. 

2. Looked at what the Biblical writer, James, had to say:  
• in the midst of a hard situation or decision pressing you. 

3. Faith in the GuiderÑ  

• Not like a wave of the sea. 
• Not like Superman in an electrical storm. 

4. Looked at HerodotusÕ account of foolish King Croesus [KreeÕsus], king of Lydian 
Empire 

•  ÒIf you attack Cyrus, you will destroy a great Empire.Ó 
• Going for the oracle is a pretty fundamental misdeed of the human heart, In 

seeking guidance for our decisions, we, like King Croesus and some of the OT 
kings, want an oracle. But God is not an oracle.  

• But James: God wants us to ask, but not to know the future, but for Wisdom. 
We want answers but God wants us to grow in wisdom. 

• Wisdom: skill in living rightly. Knowing how to think of a situation according 
to GodÕs priorities. 

B. Competing means of Guidance 

1. But there was an aspect of this teaching  
• that we did not completely address and I want to, before we begin our book 

study. Just, extend the summer a little. 
• And that is the role of impressions in our lives. 

2. Why people become followers of Jesus: 

• SomeÑ our lives are a mess, we see the need for salvation. 
• SomeÑ through a crisis: maybe death and some great hardship. 
• Some---it is a crisis, but an intellectual one. Need intellectual rest. 

3. But some people--and maybe all of us on some level-- 

• --come to follow Jesus to connect with the Divine.  
• To be in communion with the Holy Spirit of the Universe. 
• To know the Living God. And that is their driving motivation.  

4. So, when I say, ÒGuidance? Pray for wisdom!Ó  

• Some might say, ÒThis wisdom stuff does not sound like much fun.Ó 
• Want to experience GodÕs presence, telling me to do things, by impressions. 
• I am stepping on, for some of us, sacred ground here, especially for people 

who function in an intuitive manner, because that IS your modus operandi. 
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C. Feel the Force, Luke 

1. You want to hear, as from Obi Wan Kenobi: ÒFeel the force, Luke.Ó  
• Turn off your mundane flight instruments, even though, they have been given 

to you so you donÕt crash, and just intuit it. 
• Want to just ÒBlink.Ó 

2. American evangelicals, often say, about a decision, ÒI have a peace about it.Ó  

• not a Scriptural way to talk. (Col 3:15Ñ about peace between one another.) 
• If you mean, I have asked for and sought wisdom, trusted in GodÕs guidance 

and so I am at peace, thatÕs good. 
• But if you mean, I had two alternatives and I felt peace about this alternative 

but not about that alternative, and so I went with the one I felt peace about, 
you are not growing in wisdom.  

• Nobody in the Bible ever says, ÒI did it because I felt a peace about itÉÓ 

3. I was speaking recently to an acquaintance [Dental Hygienist] about a decision  

• The hygienist: Made a decision to leave a church based on a dream of jumping 
out of an airplane. Heard a voice, legs felt strong.  

• A lot of respect for this person. But I question making that kind of decision 
based on a dream. 

4. So how could Solomon put it (Pro 16:16), ÒHow much better to get wisdom than 
goldÉÓ?  
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II. Connecting to God through Wisdom 
N 

A. The Interaction of Pro 2:3-6 

1. The book of Proverbs, to train the royal youth of the OT Kingdom of Israel. 

2. Listen to the interaction described by the father addressing his son: 

É if  you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you 
look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 5 then you 
will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.  
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding; 

• Do you hear the passion in these words. These are not the words of cold, rote 
system of guidance. These are words of relationship.  

• You are not losing an experience of God by making your life about the seeking of 
wisdom. 

• The experience of God is the asking for, and the receiving of, wisdom. 

3. When I was a younger ChristianÉ 

• I would ask God what to do, get an impression, act on it, as if that is what 
obedience to God was all about. 

• When I acted on my impressions & they did not work out, I tended to ignore 
that data. He was very merciful to me, in keeping me from some disastrous 
decisions. 

• And when things would work out. I would say to myself, ÒWow, I have a real 
relationship with God.Ó And that is what I felt the relationship was about. 

• I came to see, what is taught in this passage, that God certainly wanted to give 
me an experience. But the experience He wanted to give me, instead, was the 
experience of growth. 

4. I understand the desire to have a vital relationship with the living God, butÉ  

• Éthin k for a moment. God is unlike Anyone you will ever meet or know. So 
a relationship with Him is, in some ways, unlike any other relationship. 

• The quality of the relationship does not depend upon the experience of having 
direct impressions from Him. 

• In fact, seeking impressions, as a modus operandi, can be a lack of faith. You 
want some assurance that He has already given you that you are His. 
 

 

 

B. The Gospel makes us make it about Wisdom 
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1. Following Jesus will make you someone who has that assurance already.  

2. The gospel does this. 
• As we saw earlier, He died to take away your reproach, to secure your future 

with God. 
• He took your place to secure your place before God, a God who wants to 

guide you. 
• Jesus always sought wisdom in the situations He faced, as He put it, always 

sought to do what is pleasing to the Father.  
• It is that obedience of His that secures your relationship with God. 

3. This gospel makes you say, ÒI am taken care of.Ó  

• It allows us to calm down and to be about finding out about GodÕs character 
and priorities.  

• This gospel re-orients us to be cool about the outcome of events and so say, 
ÒWhat am I to learn here?Ó 

• In short, what Jesus did  makes His followers lives about getting wisdom. 

4. V5: ÒThen you will find the knowledge of God.Ó You will know God. 

• That phrase (~yhiŠl{a/ t[;d:§) means something more than intellectual 
apprehension. It designates the involvement of a personÕs total personality in 
the presence of YHWH.1 

• A personal intimacy with Him through obedience to His Word, His will 
revealed in the Scriptures. 

5. If you got into this to know God, this is the way. 

                                                
1 Waltke, 223, quoting S.L. Terrien. 
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III . Wisdom for the Intuitive 

A. Are Impressions from the Holy Spirit? 

1. So what is the preacher saying about my impressions? 

• They are bad? No. 
• They are unspiritual? No. 
• Should you ignore them in decision-making? No. 

2. Impressions and GodÕs Word 

• HS can give you direct impressions, but if they are of the HS, they are always 
an illumination of GodÕs revealed Word. 

• HS is active in a believerÕs life, to show you how to apply Scripture. 

3. Joh 14:26Ñ Jesus said, when HS comes, He will: 

• Teach you all things. Not to give you a peace about different alternatives. 
• Actually, Jesus said, what the HS will do in your life is Òremind you of 

everything I have saidÉÓ 
• I.e., He will point you back to the Word. He will illuminate the gospel. 

B. Impressions leading to Wisdom 

1. Example of a reservation that was not correct 

•  Sometimes I have gotten these feelings of reservation, like: ÒI should not do 
this,Ó about something perfectly good and logical to do.  

• 12/25/1998Ñ I needed to travel to take a class in Orlando. I couldnÕt afford 
lodging there, and I knew one couple in the area. I got a strong impression not 
to ask these friends [Ken and Sushi] to stay at their house while in Orlando.  

• At first, it seemed, Scripture neither denied or confirmed the action. I prayed 
for wisdom, asking God to show me how it is an impression from Him. I 
waited a day to see if I came to understand why God would not want me to 
ask them. No confirmation occurred.  

• Actually, Heb 13:2 contradicted the impression because it is written that we 
who are believers should show hospitality where we canÑ the prescriptive 
will of God. So I went ahead and asked them. They responded warmly and it 
worked out wonderfully. The plane didnÕt crash, etc.  

• False guilt or something? Maybe. But the point was, I took a step in wisdom 
there, in rejecting an impression. 
 

2. Example of a helpful HS impression:  

• Summer of 1979--I faced an important exam for my life [DriverÕs license]: I 
knew I was to pass the exam. 

• What does that have to do with anything in Scripture? Whether or not I would 
pass this exam. It became an illumination for me, that, whatever exams in my 
life that I pass or fail, in Christ, I have passed THE exam, the Final Exam, that 
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is, the Final Judgment of my soul. 
• This impression, recalling that important truth of Scripture, made me very 

relaxed about the lesser exam I faced.  
• There was a part of the exam that, because I was so relaxed, I got, and I am 

sure that I wouldnÕt have gotten otherwise. It became a thing between God 
and me. 

• What happened there? I grew in wisdom. I found the knowledge of God. 

3. Example of how you should handle impressions.  

• You wake up with someone in the church on your mindÉIs God directing me 
to call this person or not? 

• Not ÒGod told me to call youÉÓ 
• But, instead, perhaps this is the HS reminding you of what the NT says: We 

are members of One body. So, yes, call up the person and say, ÒWe are 
members of one bodyÑ I want to know what is going on in your life.Ó 

• You see the difference? One is a growth in wisdom. You are accepting the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit to you of how important your membership of 
one another is. 

• The other way of making the decision has not really helped you grow in 
anything. 

4. And if you pay attention, you will find the HS often making this application about 
the church to you.  I know because that is often what the NT says. 

C. Find the Hidden Treasure 

1. Search for wisdom as you would for your lost wallet.  

2. When you find wisdomÉ 
• You are locating the secret panel to open the hidden passage way. You are 

opening the trap door to the treasure room. You are turning the rusty key in 
the ancient chest that opens to jewels that are so bright, they light up your 
face. 

3. Why? Because in becoming wise, the treasure is knowing God.  
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